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WKO-ADA STUDY TRIP to GREECE 2026 

AIGAI The glorious capital of the Argead dynasty, rulers of ancient 

Macedonia 

SAMOTHRAKI Discovering a special island and dance seminar with 

final performance 

ALEXANDROUPOLI Dance performance on the borders of Thrace 
 

Cultural and nature trails: Paola Lomi and Chiara Gelmetti 

Sacred and Renaissance dance: Marco Bendoni and Bruna Gondoni 

INFO | chgelme@gmail.com 
 
 

AIGAI – SAMOTHRAKI – ALEXANDROUPOLI 

WKO-ADA 26 JUNE – 5 JULY 2026 
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               Study-trip to Greece 2026 26th of june–5th of july (XXIIIma edition) 
                   WKO e WKO-ADA’s members 
 

 

PROGRAM 

Program 

Optional AIGAI Tour package, which can be activated with a minimum of 15 
participants and a maximum of 25 participants, with registration by 31/1/26. In 
Aigai, you can visit the Royal Palace and the Ancient Theatre, recently reopened 
after 16 years of work, as well as the New Archaeological Museum and the 
Macedonian Royal Tombs. The package includes: 2 nights with breakfast in a 4-
star hotel (in central Thessaloniki, 26-27/6); +private coach for a visit to Aigai on 
27/6; and coach travel from Thessaloniki to the port of Alexandroupoli (28/6 
departure in the morning from the hotel). Paola Lomi will be joining us, and we 
thank her for being with us to tell us about these wonders... 

- Friday 26 June: departure to reach Thessaloniki by evening and dinner at 
leisure. Overnight stay in Thessaloniki city centre in a 4-star hotel with breakfast 
for 2 nights. 

- Saturday 27 June: morning departure from the hotel by private coach to the 
ancient capital of Aigai with expert guide Paola Lomi. Visits to: Royal Palace and 
Ancient Theatre of Aigai, optional: New Archaeological Museum of Macedonian 
Royal Tombs. Return to the hotel in Thessaloniki in the evening. 

- Sunday 28 July morning departure from the hotel in Thessaloniki to 
Alexandroupoli by private coach. If the ferry (as last year) departs at 4 p.m., 
boarding for Samothrace: journey time 1h:50m. Upon arrival, car rental at the 
port of Kamariotissa (Samothrace) and accommodation in reserved lodgings. 
INFO | chgelme@gmail.com 

- From Monday to Saturday 29 June-4 July, stay in Samothrace. Visits: nature, 
culture and meditation tours to discover the island, led by Chiara Gelmetti and 
Paola Lomi, and dance workshop with performance on the evening of Saturday 4 
July. The dance workshop, led by Marco Bendoni and Bruna Gondoni, will take 
place with at least 12 participants who register by 31/1. 

- Sunday 5 July Departure by ferry from Samothrace to Alexandroupoli, dance 
performance in the late afternoon/evening in Alexandroupoli, for which we 
thank our member Julia Tzortzi for the opportunity. 

- Monday 6 July Return home (via Thessaloniki or Alexandroupoli/Athens) or, 
for those continuing their holiday, return to Samothrace by ferry  
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Fees per person 

1. €70.00 registration fee for the Greece 2026 study trip by 
31/01/2026. The fee includes registration for the study trip, nature, 
cultural and meditation tours on the island of Samothrace led by Chiara 
Gelmetti and Paola Lomi, and morning warm-ups led by Marco Bendoni 
and Bruna Gondoni. 
2. €220.00 participation fee for the ancient dance seminar led by 
Marco Bendoni (sacred dance) and Bruna Gondoni (Renaissance 
dance). The dance seminar will be held with a minimum of 12 
participants upon registration and a deposit of €100.00 by 
31/01/2026 and a balance of €120.00 by 31/03/2026. 

- The dance workshop includes a morning warm-up (open to all participants in 
the study trip), two hours of lessons in the late afternoon and two final 
performances (Samothrace and Alexandroupoli). A certificate of participation 
will be awarded. 
- If the minimum number of 12 participants is not reached by 31 January 2026, 
the deposit paid will be refunded. 

3 €265.00 participation fee for the AIGAI package, which includes 
hotel accommodation in a double room with breakfast (the supplement 
for 2 nights in a single room is €127.00); and private coach for visits to 
Aigai and to reach the port of Alexandroupoli. A deposit of €100.00 
must be paid by bank transfer by 31/01/2026 and the balance of 
€160.00 by 31/03/2026. 

- N.B. The hotel + private coach package that opens our study trip requires a 
minimum of 15 and a maximum of 25 participants in order to go ahead. 
 

The price does not include: 

- Flights and/or other transport: you can contact ITop Viaggi directly. (ask for 
Barbara on tel. 0573.72750, mobile 339.3748983); 

- Return ferry ticket Alex.poli/Samothrace; 

- Accommodation in Samothrace for 7 nights, Athina Ap. or equivalent; 

- 1 night in a hotel in Alexandroupoli, Okeanis hotel or equivalent; 

- Tourist tax (to be paid locally); 

- Car hire in Samothrace; 

- Medical/luggage/cancellation insurance; 

- Anything not expressly mentioned in the PROGRAMME & PRICES (see above). 

To book accommodation in Samothrace at Athina Apartments (Palaiopoli) 
INFO | chgelme@gmail.com  

 

mailto:chgelme@gmail.com
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REGISTRATION PROCEDURE Study trip to Greece 2026, 26 June_6 July 

Registration will only be valid if accompanied, depending on the chosen programme (i.e. 
with or without the AIGAI Tour and/or the DANCE SEMINAR in Samothrace), by 
payment of the following amounts:  

by 31/01/2026 

- €70.00 registration fee (mandatory) for the STUDY TRIP TO GREECE (the fee includes 
both the “Cultural-naturalistic and meditative journey” in Samothrace led by Chiara 
Gelmetti and Paola Lomi, and the morning warm-up); 

- €100.00 deposit for registration for the Dance SEMINAR (led by Bruna Gondoni); 

- €100.00 deposit for the AIGAI TOUR via Thessaloniki 

PLEASE NOTE – If not already done, the 2026 registration fee must be paid to the 
Association by 31 January 2026 (see instructions on the website www.danzeantiche.org 
under the Association/Forms menu). 

by 31/03/2026 

- €120.00 balance for the DANCE SEMINAR, as per the indicated terms; 

- €165.00 balance for the AIGAI TOUR, as per the indicated terms. 

BANK TRANSFER TO: WUNDERKAMMER ORCHESTRA ETS 

IBAN: IT45V0623013301000015184073 

CRÉDIT AGRICOLE - VIA A. PONCHIELLI, 94 – 61121 PESARO 

PLEASE SEE BELOW FOR THE BANK TRANSFER DETAILS, DEPENDING ON YOUR CHOICE. THANK 

YOU! 

REASONS FOR TRANSFERS BY 31/1/26: 

- ‘FIRST NAME + SURNAME - DEPOSIT FOR STUDY TRIP TO GREECE 2026’ 

- ‘FIRST NAME + SURNAME - DEPOSIT FOR DANCE STUDY TRIP TO GREECE 2026’ 

- ‘FIRST NAME + SURNAME - DEPOSIT FOR TOUR + DANCE STUDY TRIP TO GREECE 2026’ 

REASON FOR PAYMENT BY 31/3/26: 

- ‘FIRST NAME + LAST NAME - BALANCE FOR STUDY TRIP TO GREECE 2026’ 

- ‘FIRST NAME + LAST NAME - BALANCE FOR DANCE STUDY TRIP TO GREECE 2026’ 

- ‘FIRST NAME + LAST NAME - BALANCE FOR TOUR + DANCE STUDY TRIP TO GREECE 2026’ 

 

A photocopy of the payment made, together with the duly completed registration form, must 
be sent by email to: info@danzeantiche.org. The payment will only be refunded if the seminar 
does not reach the minimum number of registrations required (12 dancers participating in 
the Study Trip to Samothrace) and if your registration is not accepted due to limited 
availability (max 25 people). In all other cases, the payment will not be refunded. If the 
minimum number of registrations is not reached or there are no more places available, you 
will be contacted to proceed with the refund of the deposit paid.  
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REGISTRATION FORM WKO-ADA GREECE 2026 – 26 JUNE -5 JULY 

CULTURAL-NATURALISTIC AND MEDITATIVE JOURNEY WITH CHIARA GELMETTI 

AND PAOLA LOMI. SEMINAR ON SACRED AND ANCIENT DANCE LED BY MARCO 

BENDONI AND BRUNA GONDONI.  

AIGAI TOUR (OPTIONAL, SEE DETAILS ABOVE) 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND EMAIL THIS FORM TO: INFO@DANZEANTICHE.ORG WKO-ADA 
 

THE UNDERSIGNED 

Name……………………..…………………….Surname………………..…...…….......…………….…. 

Born …………..…………..in…………………………………Country…………………………….…… 

Resident……………………………………....n°…….Town…………………………………………..… 

Country ……………………..………………………Code. …………….Tel. ………………..…….….... 

Mobile..…….…………..…………...................e-mail……..…..…………………………………….…… 

 

Single room                        Double room                 Triple room   

Shared room with:………………………………………………………………………………..……..... 
Please indicate the first and last name of the participant in the study trip. The request must be 
mutual in order to be considered valid; otherwise, a single room will be provided. 
 

              I confirm my participation in the Greece Study Trip 2026 from 26 June to 

5 July 2026, organised by the WKO-ADA association (fee €70.00). 

□          I confirm my participation in the dance seminar with final performances 

led by Bruna Gondoni from 29 June to 5 July 2026 in Samothrace and 

Alexandroupoli (fee €220.00) as per the poster received, in the manner and 

within the time frame indicated therein.  

□        I confirm my participation in the AIGAI Tour from 26 June to 28 July 2026 

(fee €265.00), in the manner and within the time frame indicated above.  

To this end, I declare that I am a member of this Association and that I am up to date with the 

payment of the annual membership fee. I also declare that I am aware that the WKO-ADA Dance 

Division organises this study trip exclusively for members of this Association. 

 

DATE:     SIGNITURE:_____________________________________ 
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AIGAI - Vergina 

The site of present-day Vergina, at the foot of the Pieria mountains, was once home to the ancient capital 
of the Macedonian kingdom, Aigai, founded by General Perdiccas I. This region was occupied in the early 
Bronze Age (third millennium BC). As the capital of the Macedonian kingdom and seat of the royal court, 
Aigai was the largest urban centre in the region during the Archaic period (800-500 BC). In the following 
centuries, the funerary offerings from numerous tombs show trade with the Ionian Greek centres of the 
East and the South; and at the end of the 5th century BC, Archelaus attracted artists, poets and 
philosophers from all over the Greek world to the court. Although the administrative centre was later 
transferred to Pella, Aigai retained its role as the sacred capital of the Macedonian kingdom, bringing 
together the traditional places of worship and royal tombs. Aigai (which means “place of goats” in Greek) 
was the first capital of Macedonia and became a prosperous city under Archelaus I. However, Archelaus' 
successor, Philip, wanted to restore Aigai to its former importance and embellished it with grandiose 
buildings, such as the royal palace and the theatre. Philip married Olympias, niece of the king of Epirus, 
with whom he had a son who, over the years, would become one of the greatest conquerors in history: 
Alexander the Great. Philip also restructured the army, imposing strict discipline and modifying military 
tactics (he is credited with creating the famous Macedonian phalanx).  

The glorious palace of Aigai (built by Philip II in the mid-4th century BC) is considered the largest building 
in classical Greece, but also the only example of a palace from this period to have survived in Greece. The 
palace was an innovative building for its time and ended up becoming a model of public architecture in 
both the East and the West. The sumptuous building symbolised Macedonian hegemony until its 
destruction by the Romans in 148 BC. Now, with the completion of complex restoration work lasting 16 
years, the Royal Palace and Theatre have recently been restored to their original splendour.  

In the summer of 336 BC, King Philip was assassinated in the theatre of Aigai and his son Alexander buried 
him in the royal necropolis, in a majestic tomb. Impressive representations inspired by nature adorn the 
façade of Philip's tomb: in a semi-wooded and mountainous landscape, lions, bears, wild boars and 
antelopes “confront” hunters. The sumptuous Macedonian Royal Tombs, with their gold and artefacts, 
have been declared a World Heritage Site. Also worth visiting is the new Archaeological Museum of 
Vergina, with its ultra-modern design and interesting and rich collections of artefacts that bear witness to 
the splendour of the Macedonian kingdom. 

https://www.archetravel.com/blog/palazzo-di-aigai-alessandro-magno-grecia/  

SAMOTHRACE, a special island… 

'The beginning as a burning against oneself, a search for oneself, and the resulting bond “Sehnsucht” 
(nostalgia) is the beginning of the creation of all things [...] those deepest bonds affect us, their magical 
charm captivates us when we allow those divine figures to act upon us in all their poetic and artistic 
independence. That bond, dissolved by poetic play, was restored in the solemnity of mystery doctrines."  

This is what we read in The Divinities of Samothrace by F.W.J. Schelling, and it is this feeling of nostalgia 
through which Pothos calls us back, as it did with the ancient pilgrims welcomed by its simulacrum at the 
entrance to the temple, that brings us back to this island, once – and perhaps still today – sacred. 

Searching for those traces, some of them very famous, of those who walked before us, through those places 
that the close connection between spirit and nature makes present and visible, step by step... Samothrace 
was a sacred island for a very long time. And today? A place to discover and rediscover together, a natural 
oasis and a historical and mythical place of great importance. It was there that the wedding of Cadmus 
and Harmonia was celebrated in the presence of all the gods. 

The sea that surrounds it, the waterfalls, the natural and thermal pools, the streams running through the 
forests, the great mountains, the crystal valleys, the monasteries, the archaeological sites, the vestiges of 
the Italian Renaissance, the colour and warmth of its inhabitants... A long-standing friendship with WKO-
ADA! We look forward to seeing you on the island for this twenty-third year... 

https://www.archetravel.com/blog/palazzo-di-aigai-alessandro-magno-grecia/
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https://www.samothraki.com/en https://www.samothraki.com/en  

In the absence of afternoon or evening ferries (the summer ferry timetable for Zante Ferries 
https://zanteferries.gr/ should be published a few months before the scheduled departures), you will 
need to stay overnight in Alexandroupoli and depart on the first ferry the following day. Ferry timetables 
are subject to change depending on sea conditions, and extra crossings may be added. If you need to stay 
overnight in Alexandroupoli on the way there, you can stay at the Okeanis Hotel 
https://hotelokeanis.gr/en/  

In Samothrace, WKO-ADA organises only the cultural-naturalistic and meditative tour and the dance 
seminar. WKO-ADA does NOT organise personal travel to the island (which can be arranged in many 
different ways), nor does it organise holidays for members, whether they wish to arrive earlier or leave 
later. 

The cultural-naturalistic and meditative courses will mainly take place in the morning until lunchtime. 
The dance workshops will be held in the late afternoon.  

To book accommodation in Samothrace at Athina Apartments (Palaiopoli), please contact Chiara Gelmetti 
at chgelme@gmail.com, who will assist you with your private accommodation booking in Samothrace. For 
practical reasons and greater relaxation, WKO-ADA recommends that participants stay near Palaiopolis: 

- at Athina Apartments (https://athinaapartments.gr/), where we stayed last year (WKO-
ADA price for July 2025: double room with bathroom and kitchenette €67.00/day, triple 
room €77/day). The hotel, equipped with Wi-Fi, is located near the sea and the 
archaeological area of the Sanctuary of the Great Gods. 

- opposite at Domatia Nikh, which is very nice and inexpensive and has a kitchen. 
Telephone 0030.2551041794 or 00306974902829. E-mail: xrisi.xara@yahoo.gr 

However, there are many types of accommodation in Samothrace (if you want to arrive earlier or 

leave later and try other places to stay), which you can find at www.Samothraki.com. Eating out 

anywhere on the island is enjoyable and inexpensive, and there are also a few supermarkets. 

In Palaiopoli, you can eat at Delfinia, where you will find a varied, high-quality menu at a 

reasonable price. 

Alexandroupoli, outpost of the East...  

This lively city is the capital of the Evros regional unit in Eastern Macedonia and Thrace. Located 

about forty kilometres west of the border with Turkey, it is an important port and regional commercial 

centre. It is also the largest city in the region of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace. 

https://alexpolis.gr/visitalexpolis/visit-alexandroupolis/  

Alexandroupoli is connected to the Greek road network by the Egnatia Motorway, which runs from 

the port of Igoumenitsa on the Ionian Sea to the Turkish border, passing through the regions of Epirus, 

Macedonia and Eastern Macedonia and Thrace. Alexandroupoli is the main Greek port east of 

Thessaloniki. There is a ferry service to the islands of Samothrace and Lemnos. The city is served by 

Alexandroupoli-Dimokritos Airport, which connects it with Athens. The airport is located in the 

suburb of Apalos, 6 km east of the city centre. There is also a railway station near the port and a bus 

service that connects it daily with Thessaloniki (Ktel Bus Makedonia 

https://ktelmacedonia.gr/en/home/list/). 

Beautiful beaches, excellent food and many interesting cultural and natural sites: churches, museums and 
archaeological areas, parks and nature reserves, as well as a variety of shopping opportunities, offer a 
more than valid and enjoyable reason to stay here. 

For accommodation on the night of 5 July in Alexandroupoli, we recommend the Okeanis Hotel 
https://hotelokeanis.gr/en/. 

The evening dance performance in Alexandroupoli is scheduled for Sunday 5 July. 

https://www.samothraki.com/en
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